Notes:

The Narrow and Wide Gates

Matthew 7:13-14 (NIV)

"Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad
is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.
But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and
only a few find it.
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The Wise & Foolish Builders

Luke 6:47-49 ESV

Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does
them, | will show you what he is like: he is like a man building a
house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And
when a flood arose, the stream broke against that house and
could not shake it, because it had been well built. But the one
who hears and does not do them is like a man who built a
house on the ground without a foundation. When the stream
broke against it, immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house
was great."

Notes:

What did Jesus say about...

Anger and Murder

Matthew 5:21-24 AMP

You have heard that it was said to the men of old, You shall not
kill, and whoever kills shall be liable to and unable to escape
the punishment imposed by the court. But | say to you that
everyone who continues to be angry with his brother or harbors
malice (enmity of heart) against him shall be liable to and
unable to escape the punishment imposed by the court; and
whoever speaks contemptuously and insultingly to his brother



shall be liable to and unable to escape the punishment
imposed by the Sanhedrin, and whoever says, You cursed fool!
[You empty-headed idiot!] shall be liable to and unable to
escape the hell (Gehenna) of fire. So if when you are offering
your gift at the altar you there remember that your brother has
any [grievance] against you, Leave your gift at the altar and go.
First make peace with your brother, and then come back and
present your gift.

Question: How do you deal with anger in your life? What
changes should you make to respond wisely to difficult
situations in the future?

Notes:

Lust and Adultery

Matthew 5:27-30 AMP

You have heard that it was said, You shall not commit adultery.
But | say to you that everyone who so much as looks at a
woman with evil desire for her has already committed adultery
with her in his heart. If your right eye serves as a trap to
ensnhare you or is an occasion for you to stumble and sin, pluck
it out and throw it away. It is better that you lose one of your
members than that your whole body be cast into hell
(Gehenna). And if your right hand serves as a trap to ensnare
you or is an occasion for you to stumble and sin, cut it off and
cast it from you. It is better that you lose one of your members
than that your entire body should be cast into hell (Gehenna).

Question: How do you deal with lust in your life? What
changes should you make to respond wisely to sexual
temptation in the future?

Notes:

Loving Your Enemies

Matthew 5:43-48 AMP

You have heard that it was said, You shall love your neighbor
and hate your enemy; But | tell you, Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you, To show that you are the
children of your Father Who is in heaven; for He makes His
sun rise on the wicked and on the good, and makes the rain fall
upon the upright and the wrongdoers [alike]. For if you love
those who love you, what reward can you have? Do not even
the tax collectors do that? And if you greet only your brethren,
what more than others are you doing? Do not even the
Gentiles (the heathen) do that? You, therefore, must be perfect
[growing into complete maturity of godliness in mind and
character, having reached the proper height of virtue and
integrity], as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Question: How do you act toward your enemies? Are you
intentional about building relationships with people of different
races/cultures? What changes do you need to make in these
areas?

Notes:

Treasures

Matthew 6:19-21 AMP

Do not gather and heap up and store up for yourselves
treasures on earth, where moth and rust and worm consume
and destroy, and where thieves break through and steal. But
gather and heap up and store for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust nor worm consume and
destroy, and where thieves do not break through and steal; For
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Question: How well are you managing your treasures? What
changes should you make to become more focused on
“treasures in heaven”?



